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not value themselves upon it, and make themselves,
as it were, equal to their husbands. A weak,
foolish, and absurd suggestion! as if the wise were
at all exalted by it, which indeed is just the con-
trary ; for the woman is rather humbled and made
a servant by it. Or, 2ndly, The other sort are
those who are afraid their wives should be let into
the knowledge of their business, lest they should
come into the grand secret of all, namely, to know
that they are bankrupt, and undone, and worth
nothing.

All these considerations are foolish or fraudulent,
and in every one of them the husband is in the
wrong; nay, they all argue very strongly for the
wife's being, in a due degree, let into the knowledge
of their business; but the last indeed especially,
that she may be put into a posture to save him from
ruin, if it be possible, or to carry on some business
without him, if he is forced to fail and fly, as many
have been, when the creditors have encouraged the
wife to carry on a trade for the support of her fa-
mily and children, when he, perhaps, may never
show his head again.

But let the man's case be what it will, I think he
can never call it a hardship to let his wife into an
acquaintance with his business, if she desires it,
and is fit for it ; and especially in case of mortality,
that she may not be left helpless and friendless
with her children when her husband is gone, and
when perhaps her circumstances may require it.

I am not for a man's setting his wife at the head
of his business, and placing himself under her like a
journeyman; but such and so much of the trade only
as may be proper for her, not ridiculous in the eye
of the world, and may make her assisting and help-
ful, not governing to him, and which is the main
thing I aim at, such as should qualify her to keep